
April 28, 2022

The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, and Zoom Conference due to
COVID-19 on Thursday, April 28, 2022, at 7:00 P.M. in the Marion County Council
Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South Carolina. Members present were
John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman, Elista H. Smith, Vice-Chairperson, Councilman Allen
W. Floyd, Councilman Oscar Foxworth, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw, Councilman
Milton W. Troy, II, and Councilman Robin Turner. Also present were G. Timothy
Harper, Administrator, Charles L. McLain, III, County Attorney, and Sabrina Davis,
Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star & Enterprise was not present and was
duly notified.

Chairman Atkinson called the meeting to order and asked Chaplain Allen W. Floyd to
lead the Invocation, after which he welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of
Information Announcement.

Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried
unanimously to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on April 12, 2022, and a
budget workshop held on April 20, 2022.

The County Attorney told Council that items A, B, C, D second and third readings for the
ordinances listed on the agenda as follows were ready: A. Third Reading of Ordinance
#2021-15 An Ordinance to Amend the Agreement for Development of a Multi-County
Industrial and Business Park by and between Florence County and Marion County, South
Carolina, Providing for the Development of a Jointly Owned and Operated
Industrial/Business Park so as to include Additional Property in Florence County related
to Project Longshot (The “Company”) As part of the Joint County Industrial/Business
Park, and Other Matters Relating Thereto; B. Third Reading of Ordinance #2022-03 An
Ordinance to Amend the Agreement for Development of a Multi-County Industrial and
Business Park by and between Florence County and Marion County, South Carolina,
Providing for the Development of a Jointly Owned and Operated Industrial/Business
Park so as to Include Additional Property in Florence County Related to Project Fig
(“The Company”) As part of the Joint County Industrial/Business Park, and Other
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Matters Relating Thereto. C. Second Reading of Ordinance #2022-04 An Ordinance to
Provide for the Issuance and Sale of a not Exceeding Three Hundred Seventy Thousand
Dollar ($370,000) General Obligation Bond of Marion County, South Carolina, To
Prescribe the Purposes for which the proceeds of said Bond Shall be Expended, To
Provide for the Payment of Said Bond, and Other Matters Relating Thereto; D. Second
Reading of Ordinance #2022-05 An Ordinance Authorizing the County to Lease Office
Space Located at 1305 North Main Street Marion, SC to Pee Dee Community Action
Partnership Pursuant to the terms of the attached lease, To Authorize the County
Administrator to Execute such lease and to Authorize All Other Matters Related Thereto.

The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; Third Reading of
Ordinance #2021-15 An Ordinance to Amend the Agreement for Development of a
Multi-County Industrial and Business Park by and between Florence County and Marion
County, South Carolina, Providing for the Development of a Jointly Owned and Operated
Industrial/Business Park so as to include Additional Property in Florence County related
to Project Longshot (The “Company”) As part of the Joint County Industrial/Business
Park, and Other Matters Relating Thereto was not ready.

The County Attorney told Council that item B. on the agenda; Third Reading of
Ordinance #2022-03 An Ordinance to Amend the Agreement for Development of a
Multi-County Industrial and Business Park by and between Florence County and Marion
County, South Carolina, Providing for the Development of a Jointly Owned and Operated
Industrial/Business Park so as to Include Additional Property in Florence County Related
to Project Fig (“The Company”) As part of the Joint County Industrial/Business Park,
and Other Matters Relating Thereto was not ready.

The County Attorney told Council that item C. on the agenda; Second Reading of
Ordinance #2022-04 An Ordinance to Provide for the Issuance and Sale of a not
Exceeding Three Hundred Seventy Thousand Dollar ($370,000) General Obligation
Bond of Marion County, South Carolina, To Prescribe the Purposes for which the
proceeds of said Bond Shall be Expended, To Provide for the Payment of Said Bond, and
Other Matters Relating Thereto was ready. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd,
seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously to approve second reading of
Ordinance #2022-04.

The County Attorney told Council that item D. on the agenda; Second Reading of
Ordinance #2022-05 An Ordinance Authorizing the County to Lease Office Space
Located at 1305 North Main Street Marion, SC to Pee Dee Community Action
Partnership Pursuant to the terms of the attached lease, To Authorize the County
Administrator to Execute such lease and to Authorize All Other Matters Related Thereto
was ready. Motion was made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and
carried unanimously, to approve second reading of Ordinance #2022-05.

There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2.

The County Attorney had nothing to report.
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Mr. Mike Hanna with Hanna Engineering and a consultant for Marco Rural Water
appeared before Council requesting the County to sponsor future RIA and SRF
applications that will enable Marco to build a new well water treatment facility and a
tank near the entrance to the amphitheater. He stated that The American Rescue Plan
Act allows for eligible entities to apply for up to $10 million in grant funds. Mr. Hanna
stated that this would be an excellent project but nonprofit water companies are not
eligible to apply on their own and must go through the County. He stated that the
facility will serve most of the southern Marion County and particularly the communities
of Rains, Centenary, Wahee, Britton’s Neck, and Gresham. This would be a great
opportunity to save the users of the system a substantial rate increase that would last 40
years. Mr. Hanna stated that the project was to cost $4.6 million but the latest estimate
has increased this amount to nearly $7 million. Mr. Hanna stated that this project will
not service any new customers. He stated that the only new water lines will be from
Highway 76 down to the 501 by-pass to the amphitheater. Councilman Troy brought
getting water and sewer to the southern part of the County. Mr. Hanna stated that Marco
does not want to pursue the expansion of sewer in southern Marion County. He also
stated that Marco would be glad to work with the County and Grand Strand to release
any rights to provide sewer service in the County. Mr. Hanna stated that Marco has
assisted with billing in the past and will be glad to continue that process on an
as-requested basis. After a brief discussion, It was the recommendation of the
Administrator to approve the RIA and SRF application process. Motion was made by
Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Turner, and carried unanimously.
Chairman Atkinson thanked Mr. Hanna for his presentation.

Judge Donald Fling appeared before Council requesting that Judge Cherly E. Graham
be allowed to work as a part-time weekend bond court judge. Judge Fling provided a
Marion County Summary Court Order as information. He stated that the City of
Mullins has agreed with the municipality of Mullins to permit Magistrate Cherly E.
Graham to serve as municipal judge for the City of Mullins Court. Judge Fling stated
that payment of any compensation from the City of Mullins must be paid to the County
and supplemented with the annual salary of Judge Cherly E. Graham. He stated that the
City of Mullins would have to draft a contract. The Administrator stated that he has no
problems with the request but would like to check with Human Resources in regards to
the benefits. Motion was made by Councilman Troy, to table this said matter. The
motion was seconded by Vice-Chairperson Smith. Chairman Atkinson called for the
vote, (Councilman Foxworth voted against the motion). The motion carried. Chairman
Atkinson thanked Judge Fling for his presentation.

Ms. Ashley D. Holligan with Pee Dee Coalition appeared before Council on Zoom to
give a brief update on Domestic Violence. She stated that Pee Dee Coalition is a
non-profit volunteer organization dedicated to the reduction of sexual assault, family
violence, and child abuse and the needs of its victims. She stated that Pee Dee Coalition
has been gifted the old Helping Hands Building and will soon begin a capital campaign
to raise funds for the renovations. Ms. Holligan stated that April has been designated as
Sexual Assault Awareness and Child Prevention Month. It is estimated that 1 in 7
children in the US has experienced child abuse and or neglect in the past year. Neglect
is the most common form of child abuse followed by physical, sexual, and sociological
abuse. She stated that every 68 seconds, an American is sexually assaulted. And every 9
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minutes, that victim is a child. Chairman Atkinson thanked Ms. Holligan for her
presentation.

The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper had nothing
new to report.

The Administrator updated Council on Disaster Preparedness. Mr. Harper told Council
that COVID numbers are still decreasing.

The Administrator told Council that the clerk provided a list of the boards and
commissions. Mr. Harper mentioned that the Fish & Game Commission is no longer an
active board and has been terminated.

The Administrator reported to Council that a complaint has been made in regards to
cutting down a tree and removing some bushes around the fountain in the County
square across from the courthouse. He stated that the City of Marion maintains the
square and some individuals were upset because the tree and bushes were removed. Mr.
Harper told Council that he would keep them informed regarding this said matter.

The Administrator provided Council with an email from Mr. Bobby Page the Chairman
of the CTC regarding the revised transportation plan. Mr. Harper told Council that some
questions needed to be clarified before moving forward.

The Administrator provided Council with information about the Marion Foxtrot
Festival that will take place on May 21, 2022. He asked Council if they wanted to
participate in the parade to contact the clerk.

The Administrator suggested that a budget worksheet be held on Wednesday, May 4th
at 6:00 pm.

The Administrator told Council that there is a vacancy on the Florence Regional Airport
Commission. Mr. Harper asked Council’s approval to appoint Mr. Charles L.” Chuck”
McLain, III to serve on the board. Motion was made by Councilman Troy, seconded by
Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously. The County Attorney told Council and
stated for the record that this does constitute dual office holding.

Councilman Troy brought up the West Mullins Drainage Project. Mr. Troy stated that it
is time to go a little further. Councilman Troy stated as a constituent he wanted to
contact Congressman Tom Rice's office. He also wanted to know if the County wanted
to propose in writing requesting the Congressman's assistance in resolving this problem.
The County Attorney told Councilman Troy from a judicial perspective this is a State
matter. Mr. Harper told Councilman Troy that he would follow up with Senator
Williams.

Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and
carried unanimously, to go into executive session for a contractual matter.

Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and
carried unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting.
Chairman Atkinson stated that no action was taken during executive session called for a
contractual matter.
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The County Attorney asked Council’s approval on a purchase agreement to purchase
the acreage adjacent to the industrial park that is owned by Judge Carroll Atkinson and
his brother. Mr. McLain told Council that the property is located between Gurley Road
and Highway 501 and boarded by Pee Dee Electric parcel. He stated that the offer is
$12,500 per acre. Motion was made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by Councilman
Foxworth, and carried unanimously.

The Administrator reported to Council that the fire departments have signed their
contracts as written and have received their first disbursement check.

There being no further business to discuss motion was made by Councilman Troy,
seconded by Councilman Shaw, to adjourn the meeting at approximately:8:25 PM.

____________________________ ___________________________
John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council


